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of our intelligence community deserve an-
swers.

| am today introducing a privileged resolu-
tion of inquiry to request that President Bush,
the U.S. Attorney General, and U.S. Secre-
taries of State and Defense provide this Con-
gress with factual information in their posses-
sion relating to the disclosure of the identity
and employment of Ms. Valerie Plame as a
covert employee of the CIA. | am pleased to
be joined by U.S. Representatives ESHOO,
REYES, TAUSCHER, LARSON, TURNER, SPRATT,
MORAN, WAXMAN, LANTOS, and CONYERS as
original cosponsors of this timely and impor-
tant legislation.

If passed, this resolution will provide Con-
gress with the information it needs to deter-
mine independently the facts surrounding this
breach of confidentiality, to assess its effects
on U.S. national security and intelligence gath-
ering, and to determine whether legislative ac-
tion is needed to prevent leaks of this nature
in the future.

| submit that protecting our Nation’s intel-
ligence community, and all who serve in it, is
vital to our national security and to the safety
of all Americans. At this time, a resolution of
inquiry is the best tool at the disposal of the
House to determine how this leak occurred
and who perpetrated it.

| am disappointed by the absence of public
outrage among senior officials in our intel-
ligence community and in this administration.
They should be standing in solidarity with Ms.
Plame and the other Americans who serve in
our intelligence community, and they should
be speaking out against anyone who would
presume to unilaterally decide whose identity
should be made public. Their silence is deplor-
able.

Protecting our country and the men and
women who protect and defend us is not sole-
ly the responsibility of one branch of our Gov-
ernment. It is a shared responsibility under our
system of checks and balances. Our Govern-
ment—including both the Congress and the
executive branch—has a duty to ensure that
all who work within the U.S. intelligence com-
munity are not compromised and that all U.S.
intelligence agencies are able to effectively do
their jobs and protect the American people
from more terrorist attacks and other threats.
Some have used the weak excuses that this
person’s identity was already known by some
people or that her work was not very impor-
tant. These excuses are outrageous. Any un-
authorized disclosure potentially puts our
agents and our sources and their families at
risk and thus weakens our ability to protect
Americans.

At the least, | hope that this resolution will
exert pressure on the ongoing Department of
Justice investigation. | fully support the inves-
tigation, but there is no reason why it should
be taking so long to get any answers at all.
This investigation should be among the De-
partment’s highest priorities.

Over the longer term and after we have de-
termined the origin of this leak, | believe that
this Congress has an on-going responsibility
to examine thoroughly and oversee how our
intelligence community uses human sources,
human case officers, and various kinds of
cover, and how we go about protecting them.
We simply cannot accept the public disclosure
of an undercover intelligence operative. We
must understand what happened and search
for ways to prevent it from happening in the
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future. The effectiveness of our intelligence
agencies demands nothing less.

COMMENDING ‘“MR. AMIGO,”
BERTHA NOEGGERATH

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 21, 2004

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | wish today to
commend the 2003 “Mr. Amigo,” Bertha
Noeggerath, better known as “Dulce,” chosen
recently by the Mr. Amigo Association of
Brownsville, TX, and Matamoros, Tamaulipas,
in Mexico. Each year the Mr. Amigo Associa-
tion honors a Mexican citizen with the title of
“Mr. Amigo,” and that person acts as a good-
will ambassador between our two countries.

The Mr. Amigo Award began in 1964 as an
annual tribute to an outstanding Mexican cit-
izen who has made a lasting contribution dur-
ing the previous year to international solidarity
and goodwill. “Mr. Amigo™ presides over the
annual Charro Days Festival.

The Charro Days Festival is a pre-Lenten
event, much like Mardi Gras in New Orleans,
held in Brownsville and Matamoros. Charro
Days festivities last for several days; this year
they will be February 25-28 and will include
parades and appearances by Dulce. Charro
Days is an opportunity to enjoy the unique
border culture of the Rio Grande Valley area.

As Mr. Amigo 2003, Dulce will head the
international parade of Brownsville Charro
Days and Matamoros Fiestas Mexicanas fes-
tivities.

During Charro Days, South Texans cele-
brate the food, music, dances, and traditions
of both the United States and Mexico. The
United States-Mexican border has a unique,
blended history of cowboys, bandits, lawmen,
farmers, fishermen, oil riggers, soldiers, sci-
entists, entrepreneurs, and teachers.

The border has its own language and cus-
toms. On both sides of the border, there is a
deep sense of history, much of which the bor-
der has seen from the front row. We have
seen war and peace; we have known pros-
perity and bad times. Charro Days is a time
for all of us to reflect on our rich history, to re-
member our past and to celebrate our future.

The 2003 Mr. Amigo, Dulce is a musician
and actress who continues to have a long and
successful career in the entertainment indus-
try. She is originally from Matamoros,
Tamaulipas. Her music career began while
singing in small nightclubs in her hometown in
the early 1990's, before joining the group
“Toby y sus Amigos.” Her 27-year career in-
cludes not only Gold Records and several
Spanish-language hits, but numerous tele-
vision appearances and work in Mexican
telenovelas, including “Sonadoras” and
“Mujeres Enganadas,” with Andres Garcia,
Laura Leon, Kuno Becker and Susana Gon-
zalez. This year she joins the cast of “Las
Vias del Amor.”

The Mr. Amigo Committee selected Dulce
because “she is a good role model for local
youths interested in the arts,” and because
“through her acting and her music she rep-
resents the Mexican culture.”

| urge my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Dulce Noeggerath, the 2003 Mr.
Amigo, as well as the cities of Brownsville and
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Matamoros, for their dedication to international
goodwill between the United States and Mex-
ico.

——————

HONORING MR. MICHAEL KATZ OF
BOULDER, COLORADO

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 21, 2004

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mr. Michael Katz of Boul-
der, Colorado for his exemplary public service.

Over the past 25 years, Michael Katz has
been a successful and well-respected federal
public defender for Colorado and Wyoming.
Since 1978, he has handled thousands of
cases, giving quality legal counsel to defend-
ants who could not afford representation. In
doing so, he has demonstrated and protected
some of the most precious aspects of our de-
mocracy and Constitution. Unfortunately, Mi-
chael will be retiring this year. Instead of pur-
suing justice, he and his wife Susan will be
pursuing the beauty of the Atlantic Coast as
they sail from Chesapeake Bay to Key West.

Michael began his law career in a small law
firm with a staff of only three lawyers in a
modestly-sized office. Over the years, he has
been unswerving in his commitment to envi-
ronmental protection. Yet his dedication to
principles of justice and fairness enabled him
to defend environmentally destructive people
with professional integrity. Along the way he
has also defended criminals whose civil lib-
erties and individual rights are guaranteed by
our Constitution.

He has persevered through every challenge,
putting justice and the Constitution ahead of
his personal beliefs. His tireless dedication
has gained national acclaim and respect, as
well as leading his office to prominence. After
years of hard work, his retirement is well
earned. The people of Colorado and Wyoming
will certainly miss him and his honorable serv-
ice to the justice system.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
with me in expressing our gratitude to Michael
Katz for his relentless defense of our Constitu-
tion. | wish Michael and his family good health
and happiness in their future together.

HONORING GEORGIA TOMPKINS

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 21, 2004

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor Georgia Tomp-
kins, a resident of my Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict of Florida and a woman who has become
something very few of us ever will. On March
29th of this year, Mrs. Tompkins will become
a centenarian and at nearly 100 she is a
mother to 12 children, a grandmother to 32
grandchildren, and a great-grandmother to 12
great-grandchildren

Mrs. Tompkins was born in New York state
and was a housewife. She describes her
happiest moments as when each one of her
children was born. One of her favorite activi-
ties today is playing dominoes.
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